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A slight variation on the classic sketch.  

Played by 2 characters. One who is slightly dim witted, the other, his/her mean and heartless boss.  The 

boss needs money and gets it out of his employee. 

You will need just a decent sized blackboard/whiteboard to show the maths, and some money. 

 

 

BOSS I need some money, and I know just how to get it. 

 EMPLOYEE enters 

EMPLOYEE Morning boss 

BOSS Arhh, the bank’s open. Hey… (Employee’s name), good news, its payday. And I am going 

to give you a 10% pay rise. 

EMPLOYEE Yay! Thank you. 

BOSS Let’s work out the wages then. How many days are there in a year? 

EMPLOYEE 365. 

BOSS Tell you what, just to show what a wonderful boss I am I will say that it’s a leap year and 

there are 366 days.  Okay? 

 Writes ‘366’ on the board 

EMPLOYEE An extra days’ pay. Cool. 

BOSS So, how many hours do you work a day. 

EMPLOYEE Eight. 

BOSS Eight hours. So that’s a third of day, which will equal a third of year. 122 days. Do you 

agree? 

EMPLOYEE Sounds about right. 

 Writes ‘122’ on the board, 

BOSS You don’t work Sundays, do you? 

EMPLOYEE No.  

BOSS So that’s 52 days less. 

 Writes ‘70’ on the board. 

BOSS And you don’t work Saturdays. 

EMPLOYEE Not if I can help it. 

BOSS That’s another 52 days you didn’t work. 

 Writes ‘18’ on the board. 



BOSS What about Bank Holidays.  

EMPLOYEE There are 5 bank holidays. 

BOSS Excellent. So that’s another 5 days off.  

 Writes ‘13’ on the board 

BOSS Holidays. Did you go away last year? 

EMPLOYEE Oh yeah. 2 weeks in Pershore (or local town). It was fab. 

BOSS Two weeks, that’s fourteen days. Take fourteen off that … 

 Writes ‘-1’ on the board 

BOSS How many sick days did you have?  

EMPLOYEE Three days for that nasty vomiting bug. Remember. I was throwing up for days. I still 

blame mothers cooking for that though. 

BOSS Three sick days. 

 Writes ‘-4’ on the boards. 

BOSS Anything else? 

EMPLOYEE Don’t think so, no. That’s it. 

BOSS Marvellous.  That’s 4 days’ pay. And as today is so near Christmas, it’s overtime rates. 

That’s time and half, so that’s another 2 days. Six days. Tell you what, I’ll round it up to a 

full week. Is that okay? 

EMPLOYEE Errr... yeah. 

BOSS So, you owe me a weeks’ pay. Hand it over. 

EMPLOYEE What? 

BOSS You can’t argue with the maths. Come on, pay up. 

EMPLOYEE (reluctantly hands over some money) Here. 

BOSS And the rest. 

EMPLOYEE What? 

BOSS You wanted a pay rise. Another 10%. Come on, pay up. 

EMPLOYEE (Hands over more money) Okay, there you go. (to audience) I think I need a new job. 

 

 


